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Brigadier Bob Bruce 
Brigadier Bob Bruce, one of our former pupils, has been awarded a 
DSO in the relatively recent Operational Honours list. 

Col J C Hair

Tom King in China 
All going well with the Promotional Tour of ‘Seven Malts’ – the new
Chinese Non Alcoholic beverage du jour :)

He sends best wishes to all and is thoroughly enjoying himself

Jill Adams, Director of Careers & VI Year, English Department

Old Victorians Association 
The Old Victorians association at Kellerhall was 
held on 3rd May 2014 for the annual Army v Navy 
rugby match at Twickenham Stadium.

We had been granted access to Kellerhall (The Royal Military
Music	Academy)	and	had	our	own	cordoned	off	area	to
entertain our guests and to do our bit to promote the school.
All Old Victorians, supporters of the School and students
parents were welcome to stop by and say hello and enjoy a
beverage (or two). It was another memorable event by the OVA. 

Steve MacKinnon, President Old Victorians Association

The Civic Reception which was held to welcome the Moderator  
of the Church of Scotland to Stirling.

Gerald Belton 
It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that my father, 
Gerald Belton, died peacefully on Friday 8th November 2013 after a 
short illness. As I’m sure you’ll remember, my father was a long time 
Commissioner of QVS and took both great pride, and great pleasure 
in his association with the School. Undoubtedly my father made 
many friends during his time as Commissioner. 

On a personal note, may I express my thanks to all at QVS for the joy 
that was brought to my father’s life by his association with your  
great School.

Nicola Belton             
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1892 Born Bareilly, India to Harry George Raikes Stevens and Amy 
 Sarah (nee Eaton). 
 His father was Regimental Schoolmaster, Hampshire Regt. 
 Later Army Inspector of Schools and, in 1915, Headmaster 
 of Queen Victoria School, Dunblane. 
 HSES: Initial schooling in Nova Scotia then to George Heriot’s 
 School, Edinburgh, and Edinburgh University 1910-1914. 
1914 Commissioned to Royal Scots and served on the Western 
 Front until 1919.
 Wounded twice. Military Cross, Croix-de-Guerre with Palme, 
 Legion d’Honeur.
1919 or 1920 marries Mona McGregor* in Edinburgh. 
1920 Arrived in Bengal - Assistant Magistrate & Collector 
 Chittagong. (1st child, Betty Ker my mother, born there in 1922).
1922 Kurseong.
 (2nd child, Pamela, born. She dies in 1924 and is buried in 
 the cemetery there).
1923 Serampore in Hoogly.
1924 – 1929 various postings including Dacca, Midnapore, Howrah.
1929 – 1931 Special duties in Calcutta. 
1931 Bakarganj, Chittagong, and a special second posting to 
 Midnapore.
 February, 1931: Mona Stevens dies and is buried in the 
 Scottish Cemetery, Calcutta. 
1935	 On	staff	of	Government	of	Bengal	in	Calcutta.
 November: while in Bombay he marries Iris Hansen nee 
 Brown (Anglo-Indian Catholic divorcee)**.
1936 – 1947 Various posts:
1941 Commissioner Presidency Division. Director of Civil Defence, 
 Calcutta Area.
1942 Joint Chief Secretary and above.
1943 Special appointment as Food & Civil Supplies Commissioner 
 when Suhrawardy was Member for Civil Supplies.
1944 Chief Secretary.
1945 Advisor to the Governor.
1947 Chief Secretary Government Home Dept. & Chief Minister’s 
 Dept.
1947 Retired in August. Returned to UK and resided at  
 Bexhill-on-Sea.
1969 Died 23rd.July.

 Appointed CIE in 1938, CSI in 1944, KCIE in 1947. 

* Alasdair Alpin McGregor in Auld Reekie (his autobiographical 
account of life in Edinburgh) describes his friendship with a young 
Mona	and	her	older	sister	Mary.	HSES	suffered	from	neurasthenia	
(shellshock). Mary was a VAD at Craiglockhart War Hospital. It is 
thought that this may have provided the opportunity for his  
meeting Mona. 

Mary married Captain Ian Kaye R.E. (Then at the Royal Engineer’s 
base in Stirling). During the Great War he was instrumental in 
encouraging volunteers to join the 16th. Battalion, Royal Scots, which 
drew recruits from Heart of Midlothian football club. Kaye designed 
many important buildings in Edinburgh including the Bank of 

Scotland building on the Mound. 

**	This	marriage	horrified	his	parents.	It	was	assumed	that	it	would	
have repercussions for his career. There is no evidence that it did. 
Although Margaret Martyn in her book Married to the Raj refers to the 
possibility of his being black-balled if he attempted membership of 
one of the prominent Clubs in Calcutta.

Hansen	is	thought	to	be	Danish	and	have	been	a	police	officer	in	
Calcutta. The book Memoirs of an Adventurous Dane in India 
1904-47 makes no reference to this marriage.

Service in The Royal Scots during the Great War 1914-18. From the 
War Diaries:
1914 14/08; Applied for a Commission in ‘Any Highland Battalion’
 19/08; Recommended for a commission.
1915 20/02; Captain - 12th (Service) Battalion. [K1 raised 
 Edinburgh August, 1914].
 11/05; Battalion disembarks at Boulogne, France. 
 To Belgium near Courtrai as part of 27th. Brigade 9th. 
 Division.
 16/09; Leave.
 24/09; ‘C’ Company Commander.
 The Battle of Loos.
 25/09; Bullet wound to left wrist and hand.
	 01/10;	Arrives	at	Dover	off	S.S.	Brighton.
1916 01/05; Posted to 13th. Battalion as ‘D’ Company 
 Commander.
 13th (Service) Battalion. [K2 raised Edinburgh,  
 September, 1914] 
	 Landed	in	France	July,	1915.	To	Belgium	near	Blicquy,	S.W.	 
 of Ath. 
 Part of 45th. Brigade 15th. (Scottish) Division.
 12/05; Shell hit HQ dugout and killed C.O. Assumed 
 command of Battalion *.
 19/05; Command handed back.
	 05/06;	Confirmation	of	award	of	Military	Cross*.
 24/06; Award* listed in London Gazette and Mention in 
 Despatches.
 28/06; At Hohenzollern Redoubt: 
 Gun shot wound to right shoulder and behind right ear. 
 Tinitus. 
 01/07; The Battle of the Somme starts.
	 23/07;	Arrives	at	Dover	off	S.S.	Newhaven.
 28/11; Diagnosed neurasthenic. (i.e. shellshock).
1917 08/05; Rejoined 13th. Battalion.
	 06/07;	To	Senior	Officer’s	Course,	Aldershot.
 01/10; Rejoined. In command of ‘A’ Company.
 27/11; To hospital.
 15/12; Rejoined for light duties only.
1918 31/01; In command of 13th. Battalion while Lt.Col. Hannay 
 DSO is away.
 02/04; London Gazette: Promoted to Major.
 25/03; Lt.Col. Hannay returns from command of the Brigade.

Harold Samuel Eaton Stevens –  
former Head of QVS
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 23/05; London Gazette: M.I.D. – Sir Douglas Haig’s despatch 
 of 7th April, 1918.
 04/06; 13th. Battalion in the line. Major Stevens in command.
 22/07; Relieved the Americans in the line. 
	 26/07;	Shell	hit	H.Q.	shelter	killing	C.O.	and	staff.
	 Offensive	reconnaisance	near	Berzy-le-Sec	which	resulted	in 
 award of Croix-de-Guerre with Palme.
 13/08; Presented with Legion d’Honneur by General Mangin, 
 Divisional Commander. 
	 17/08;	Command	handed	to	Lt.Col.	Sir	Ian	Colquhoun	Bart., 
 DSO.
 24/08; On leave. Then to 3rd. Reserve Battalion, Mullingar, 
 Ireland.
1919 15/02; ‘H’ Training Battalion, M.G.C., Grantham.
 17/03; No.2 Machine Gun Company, Grantham.

Citations

Military Cross – ‘For conspicuous gallantry’.
‘At a critical moment during an attack on the enemy’s position he 
organised	bombing	attacks	and,	by	his	fine	example	and	coolness,	
rallied the men and took control of the situation’.

Croix-de-Guerre with Palme.
‘Showing great valour, courage and initiative.... near Berzy-le-Sec, 
where	after	taking	command	of	his	Battalion,	he	directed	an	offensive	
reconnaissance against the enemy line prior to an attack on Taux, 
causing the enemy serious losses and pinning him down’.

Chevalier of the Legion D’ Honour.
One of only 11 alloted to the Division and presented by General 
Mangin with special instructions that they were all to be considered 
as	rewards	for	‘...	good	work	on	the	field	of	battle’.

As part of the whole school focus on the Commonwealth Games, the 
Pupil Council decided to run a design a t-shirt competition with the 
winning entry being printed onto a T-shirt. Choosing the winner was 
difficult,	but	the	gold	medal	went	to	Demi	Gallagher	–	well	done!	We	
agreed that her design summed up the Commonwealth Games and 
would	look	good	on	a	T-shirt.		In	total	171	T-shirts	for	pupils	and	staff	
were ordered. Those who ordered a T-shirt were allowed to wear it 
instead of school uniform for one day during our Commonwealth 
week.	Each	T-shirt	was	sold	for	a	small	profit.	We	made	£88.50	which	
we donated to SportsAid Scotland. SportsAid Scotland provides 
financial	grants	to	talented	sporting	youngsters	to	assist	them	in	
becoming Scotland’s future sporting stars.  

The running of the competition, collecting orders and distributing the 
t-shirts was a lot of work but was good fun. It also gave us a chance 
to show what the council can achieve – from developing an idea to 
seeing it through successfully.  

Many	thanks	to	the	staff	who	helped	us:	Mr	Adams,	Mrs	Rodger,	 
Mrs Sheerin, Mrs Morea, Mr Lear, Mr Eastham, Mr Bush and  
Mrs Hiddleston.  

Finally, a massive THANK YOU to all those who supported us and 
bought a T-shirt. You all looked great in them.

Joe Osborn, Sam Drummond and Kirstin Hughes, Junior members of 
the Pupil Council 

Ready, Steady, Go for ...  
Commonwealth	T-shirts!	
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Senior Leadership Team:
Head  W A Bellars MA(Hons) DipEd MA(Ed Man) PGCE
Senior Deputy Head  D Shaw BSc(Hons) PGCE 
Deputy Head (P&G)  S J Adams BSc(Hons) PGCE
Deputy Head (PS)  C A Phipps BA(Hons) PGCE PGCG
Business Manager  S B Dougan

Housemasters & Housemistresses:
Wavell  R L Appleyard BA(Hons) PGCE
V J Hiddleston (Acting) from May 14
Cunningham  M J Eastham BA(Hons) PGCE 
Haig  N Lear BSc(Hons) PGCE MSc 
Trenchard  P Bush BA(Hons) PGCE

Principal Teachers:
G J Beattie MA MEd PGCE PGC in SFL PGD in SFL
D V Breingan DRSAM DipEd
G T Buchanan MA(Hons) ALCM
D J Davey BSc(Hons) PGCE (Acting PT Science)
D Gilhooly BA(Hons) SQH PGDSLM DipEd
T King BEd(Hons) PGCE PGCG ATQ Primary DRSAM PGRNCM
A M Kirk MA(Hons) DipEdTech PGCE
J S Laing DipTechEdn
J S Lawrence BSc(Hons) MSc PGCE
C A Milne BSc PGCE
D McLay BEd(Hons)
A Thomson MA PGCE
R C Wright BA PGCE

Teaching Staff:
J Adams MA(Hons) PGCE
R L Appleyard BA(Hons) PGCE
R M H Boyd BD(Hons) DipTh (School Chaplain)
C N Bremner BEd(Hons)
A Bryce BSc(Hons) MSc PGDG
P Bush BA(Hons) PGCE
H A Cole BA(Hons) PGCE
S Crossan BSc(Hons)
A M Downey BA(Hons) PGDE
M J Eastham BA(Hons) PGCE
L G Edwards CertEd Cert PP in BE
S C B Johns DipEd
N Lear BSc(Hons) MScPGCE
V M B Low BEd(Hons)
L MacLeod BA(Hons) PGDE
C McBlain BSc DipEd  
A V McDonnell BSc(Hons) PGDE
L A McIlkenny BA(Hons) PGDE
J A Porter MA(Hons) MSc PGCE
K L Rodger MA(Hons) MSc PGCE
S K Ronald BSc PGCE 
J F Scott Laing BEd(Hons)
T McP Shannon RD HNDMechEngDipTechEdn
C-A Taylor BSc(Hons) PGCE Cert PP in BE PGC in SFL

Uniformed Staff:
School Sergeant Major  D D H Stacey MBE (late Black Watch)
Pipe Major  G R Ross Dip Piping (late Gordon Highlanders)
Drum Major  J G Clark (late The Highlanders)
Highland Dancing Instructor   
M H Drever BSc(Hons) PGDE MUKA HNC
S S Stinson

School Librarian:    
C Sheerin BA(Hons), DipLib, MCLIP

Visiting Music Teachers:
G Baillie I Hood AM Lynch
J Bamforth D Kirkpatrick H McIntosh
M Bryans J Leavey G Spowart 
J Greer
 
House Matrons:
Cunningham  S M Eastham
Haig  C Dunn
Trenchard  H A Devlin
Wavell  M C Sword

Housekeepers:
H L Galletly K McVey A MacDonald 
M del C O’Neill

Medical Centre Staff:
Sister  M A Skeith RGN
Sister  A Brennan BA RGNDipHV
Auxiliary  V J Hiddleston

Foreign Language Assistant:
J Messerschmidt

Overseas House Assistants (‘GAP’ Students):
A Brotherson M Johnson T Morton
A Crawford C McLeod T Prentice
J Du Plessis H Milligan 

Business Support Staff:
HRBP& Assist Business Manager   
S J Rutledge Chartered MCIPD to Dec 13
R McKinnon Associate MCIPD from May 14
Estate Manager  A McGregor to Mar 14 
J Robinson from Mar 14
Finance & Administration Manager  K Lawrie BA(Hons)
Deputy Estates Manager  M A Stephen
Deputy Finance & Administration Manager  I M Mair MAAT
ICT Manager  N A Penrose
Head’s Personal Assistant  C P Rankin
Senior Deputy Head’s Personal Assistant  A Morea
Deputy Heads’ PersonalAssistant  L M Craig
School Business Manager’s Personal Assistant  A MacFarlane
Business Support Officer  A B Gauld BA(Hons)
Accounts & Administration Officer  M Symon
Purchasing & Administration Officer  A Kerr
Estates Administration Support Officer  T Thomson
Administrative Support& Reprographics Assistant  A Paddon
Science Technician  M Leask BSc
Storekeeper (Clothing)  M-A Fleming to Dec 13
T Carr from Mar 14
Storekeeper (Accomm Stores)  G Marnock
Storekeeper(Equipment Stores)  S Harrison
Storekeeper (PE Dept)  P A Warner
Leading Hand  R G MacDougall
General Hand  G R McConnell
General Hand  M Brailey

Staff	List
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